Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.117; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.1.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 13 H 11 N 3 O 2 , contains two molecules with slightly different conformations: the dihedral angle between the aromatic rings is 13.01 (10) in one molecule and 14.05 (10) in the other. Both molecules feature short intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO contacts, which generate S(6) rings. In the crystal, both molecules form inversion dimers linked by pairs of N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, thereby generating R 2 2 (16) rings.
Related literature
For background information on Schiff bases and related crystal structures, see: Mufakkar et al. (2010) ; Tahir et al. (2010) . For graph-set notation, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Mo K radiation = 0.10 mm À1 T = 296 K 0.32 Â 0.28 Â 0.24 mm
Data collection
Bruker Kappa APEXII CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Bruker, 2005) T min = 0.972, T max = 0.979 18932 measured reflections 4260 independent reflections 2577 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.041 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.045 wR(F 2 ) = 0.117 S = 1.01 4260 reflections 325 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.16 e Å À3 Á min = À0.14 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2009); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2009); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) and PLATON (Spek, 2009); software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) and PLATON. 
Comment
We have reported crystal structures of Schiff bases containing phenylhydrazine (Mufakkar et al., 2010) and 2-nitrobenzaldehyde (Tahir et al., 2010) and as a part of this project, we report herein the structure and synthesis of the title compound 
Experimental
Equimolar quantities of phenylhydrazine and 2-nitrobenzaldehyde were refluxed in methanol for 25 min resulting in a violet solution. The solution was kept at room temperature, which afforded violet prisms of (I) after 48 h.
Refinement
The H-atoms were positioned geometrically (N-H = 0.86, C-H = 0.93 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = xU eq (C, N), where x = x = 1.2 for all H-atoms. 
